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A Glimpse of Life on Prince Edward Island, Canada
Philio MaclLellan R FERIE(EFED

Early on a mid-winter morning as my boots crunch over the crisp dry snow, | notice a
young Japanese woman across the street tugging on her scarf to protect herself
from the bitter cold. Few tourists stay to brave this side of Prince Edward Island, with
most favoring the warm and vibrant summer months of beaches, clam digging, deep
sea fishing, lobster suppers, craft shows, golf and musical theatre at the
Confederation Centre. In a place where 95% of the population trace their origins to
Britain or France, this visitor “from away” stands out. Her courage brings a smile to my

face.

While few Japanese visit during the winter months, Japan now provides the largest
international group of tourists to this small province on the east coast of Canada.
Why are Japanese attracted to Prince Edward lIsland? | first asked myself this
auestion in the summer of 1986 when Mami came to stay with my family. This was
my first contact with Japan, and at that time | could not understand how someone
from half a world away would make the effort to visit "PEl” as we “lslanders” call it,

when few Canadians bother to make the trip.

The obvious answer, of course, is Anne of Green Gables, the famous character in
the novel written by Lucy Maud Montgomery in 1908. But what is the attraction to
Anne? Anne says and does the things that young Japanese women wish they could
but cannot. She stands up for what she believes, speaking first and worrying about
the consequences later. This is the answer given to me by Mami. Anne, who is largely
an autobiographical portrait of the author Montgomery herself, does not fit easily into
the strict confines of early 1900s Island society. But she refuses to let the constraints
of society’s expectations hold her back. Adopted mistakenly by an elderly brother and
sister who had hoped to receive a boy to help them on the farm, her energy, honesty
and creative wit quickly win over Matthew and Marilla, and they just cannot bear to
send her back to the orphanage. Other, less liberal-minded people do not appreciate
Anne so well. She causes ripples throughout Avonlea society when, in an era when
alcohol was strictly prohibited, she accidentally gets tipsy drinking too much raspberry

cordial with her bosom buddy Diana. When classmate Gilbert cruelly teases Anne



about her orange braided hair, calling them “carrots,” she hits him with her stone slate,
breaking it over his head. Anne’'s unorthodox ideas and refusal to remain silent turns

Island life upside down, and some people do Not take well to the change.

Visitors to Prince Edward Island today will find that society has changed much since
the days in which Anne of Green Gables was written. Islanders are much more aware
of the patterns of life beyond the small island, and society (thankfully!) is much freer
than that described in Montgomery’s books. However, even in this modern global era,
large traces of its rural roots remain, and as you relax by the Lake of Shining Waters
or walk through the Green Gables house in Cavendish, you may just find yourself

swept back to the days of Lucy Maud Montgomery and Anne.
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