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William Marling Bryant Drake Professor (BEXZERIZS21%)
“Browsing KC”

Among my valuable experiences this year, browsing among the books at the library
has been unusually important. Unlike many libraries, the Kobe College Library seems
to foster serendipity. This word is an old but extremely useful English coinage,
meaning “to discover by chance, to coincide fruitfully” One always hopes for
serendipity, not only because it makes work go faster, but also because it gives one

the feeling of leading a charmed life.



In the KC. library | had at least a dozen serendipitous moments. | would be looking
for something on Scott Fitzgerald for a class and come across something on
globalism, which | was writing about. | picked up a volume of short stories by Kobo
Abe in English, then discovered that he had been influenced by Edogawa Rampo,
whom my graduate students were working on. Just today, browsing among the new
books for something on Poe, | picked up Ritalin Nation by Richard DeGrandpre - it

seems uncannily to have anticipated many thoughts | have had recently.

| believe that a good library fosters serendipity. Something about the display of new
titles, the arrangement of old ones, the proximity of books in plausibly related fields of
endeavor -— maybe there is a feng shui in library planning that needs to be studied. I'm
thankful to the library and its staff - who were immensely helpful - for a stimulating

year.
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Kim Nayeon (BBIE) RHELZFARER K2R £ (KFERXFHRBEFE)

“My Impression of Kobe College Library”

My first impression of Kobe College library was that it was really nice and clean.
Moreover, | was impressed with the school's large collection of illustrated books (KH

) despite the fact that there is no Art History Department within the University.

| also thought that the library was impressive for the following two reasons. First, |
was surprised that the students were not penalized much for overdue books. For
example, in Ewha, the students must pay a certain amount of money for each day the
book is overdue. In the case of Kobe College the only penalty is that the student is
unable to borrow books on the day the book is returned. How generous! Secondly,
the librarian stamps the due date on each book for the student! Back in my school,

the students have to stamp the due date by themselves. How kind!

Two other facts about the library also really surprised me. First, it was regretful that
the library closed so early and also that it closed on the weekends! Back in Ewha, the
library is open 24hours a day, including the weekends. Second, | was rather
disappointed that the library had no mini-snack-shop! | was so used to going to the
library snack-shop back in Ewha for coffee break that | found it somewhat

inconvenient and sorry that there was no such facility here.

All these impressions of the library make up my beautiful memory of Kobe College
which | will never forget! Many of the good and impressive thoughts of the library will
be added to the pile of cherisable memories of Kobe College that | will take back home.,

| will reminisce my days here with joy and happiness.
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