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Want to learn English? Read on.
Kristen Doherty : ZENXZRIF{THEED

My interest in the English language may very well stem from a family rule which | as
a child thought to be worse than any possible punishment: | was not allowed to
watch TV on school nights. Imagine going to school the day after the most popular
TV program of the week was on and having to listen to every kid in the class talk
about the theme of that week’s program. Too embarrassed to admit that | hadn’t
seen the program, | would instead pretend as if | knew what my classmates were
talking about, and laugh at things which | had no idea about.

What did | do with all of my free time, the multiple hours a week that statistics
suggest that American children watch TV? | read. | read Little Women, Black Beauty,
The Call of the Wild'*- | read the Judy Blume books and countless others that | can't
remember. | read and | read and | read, simply because there was nothing else to do.

Little did | know that all of my reading was helping me become a more proficient
user of the English language. Every day | encountered words that | had never seen
before, words that eventually became a part of my vocabulary without even having
to study them. | learned grammar that | didn't even know | was learning. | even figured
out how to write sentences, paragraphs, and essays without ever really being taught
how.

Reading was something that | enjoyed, though | never would have admitted it to my
TV-watching friends. It was an activity that | learned from, though | didn't realize it at
the time.

Even now, | seldom watch TV. In fact, if | find myself with some free time, it usually
doesn’t even occur to me to turn on the TV. Instead, | busy myself by opening the
newspaper, writing a letter, or picking up where | left off in the book that I'm currently
reading. What | perceived to be a punishment turned out to be one of the best gifts
that my parents have ever given me. When | have children, | will pass this priceless gift

on to them.
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